2 g CITY OF DULUTH
ﬁ» Planning Division
[EringeSee i o]

DULUTH 411 W 1%t St, Rm 208 * Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1197
Phone: 218/730.5580 Fax: 218/723-3559

STAFF REPORT

M I N NE S 0T A

File Number |[PL14-146 Contact Steven Robertson; 218 730 5295
¢;§(I;ication Vacation of Utility Easement Planning Commission Date |October 14,2014
Deadline Application Date September 23,2014 | 60 Days  |N/A

for Action | pate Extension Letter Mailed  |October 6, 2014 120 Days |N/A

Location of Subject |1115 West Michigan Street

Applicant |Augusta Housing Company Contact

Agent Aaron Schweiger Contact |[schweiger.aaron@gmail.com

Legal Description  |SeeAttached

Site Visit Date September 28, 2014 Sign Notice Date September 30, 2014
Neighbor Letter Date|September 30, 2014 Number of Letters Sent |7

Proposal

Applicant is proposing a vacation of an inactive utility easement.

Current Zoning Existing Land Use Future Land Use Map Designation
Subject [R-2 Multi Familv Residential Urban Residential
North R-2 Multi Family Residential Urban Residential
South R-2/I-G Road Transportation and Utilities
East R-2/I-G Road Preservation
West R-2 Undeveloped Urban Residential

Summary of Code Requirements (reference section with a brief description):

Vacation of public rights of way and/or easements require a Planning commission public hearing with a recommendation to City
Council. City Council action is to approve or deny by resolution. Resolutions approving either a full or partial vacation require a
6/9's vote of the council.

Code requirements are found in UDC Section 50-37.6. The Planning Commission shall review the proposed vacation, and council
shall approve the proposed vacation, or approve it with modifications, if it determines that the street, highway, or easement
proposed for vacation:

1) Is not and will not be needed for the safe and efficient circulation of automobiles, trucks, bicycles or pedestrians or the efficient
supply of utilities or public services in the city;

2) Where the street terminates at a waterfront or shoreline, the street is not and will not be needed to provide pedestrian or
recreational access to the water;

3) Is not otherwise needed to promote the public health, safety or welfare of the citizens of Duluth.

. 6/



Comprehensive Plan Findings (Governing Principle and/or Policies) and Current History (if applicable):

Urban Residential: Greatest variety of building types, medium to high densities. Applicable to larger infill areas close to
downtown, entertainment or activity centers, and waterfront residential areas. May include student housing areas, live/work units,
and limited neighborhood retail. Connected or adjacent to parks and open space.

Discussion (use numbered or bullet points; summarize and attach department, agency and citizen comments):

1) Applicant is proposing a vacation of an unimproved street easements adjacent. The applicant is the only affected property
owner.

2) The utility easement is 50 feet wide at the northern edge of the property, and constricts to 33 feet wide at the bottom of the
property. The applicant is requesting to vacate 20 feet of the utility easement, leaving13 feet. There is an abandoned sanitary
sewer line in the easement that is not needed by the City. There is an active storm sewer catch basin, which is being left in place
in the 13 feet of the utility easement that will not be vacated.

3) This vacation, if approved, will not deprive any currently platted lots or property owners access to a public right of way.

4) Staff believe this easement vacation is not and will not be needed for the safe and efficient circulation of automobiles, trucks,
bicycles or pedestrians or the efficient supply of utilities or public services in the city (as long as an easement is maintained); the
right of way is not and will not be needed to provide pedestrian or recreational access to the water; and the public right of way is
not otherwise needed to promote the public health, safety or welfare of the citizens of Duluth.

5) No comments from the public concerning the vacation. City engineering has requested that a portion of the easement be
maintained for the storm sewer catch basis (as shown in the updated, signed, vacation exhibit).

6) Vacations of streets lapse unless a plat showing the vacation is recorded with the county recorder within 90 days after final
approval. The Duluth City Clerk facilitates the recording process, after City Council approval.

Staff Recommendation (include Planning Commission findings, i.e., recommend to approve):

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval to the City Council, based on the findings above, the
request to vacate a portion of the utility easement, as shown on the signed vacation exhibit dated 9-18-14.

Attachments (aerial photo with zoning; future land use map; site plan; copies of correspondence)
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